[Immunohistochemistry of thyroglobulin by indirect immunofluorescence in thyroid cancers].
The authors have developed an indirect immunofluorescence technique for histochemical detection of thyroglobulin and have tested it on 66 tissue sections. Fluorescence reflecting the presence of thyroglobulin was elicited in 57 samples of differentiated thyroid tissue, including healthy or hyperfunctional tissue and primary or metastatic papillary or follicular carcinomas. Thyroglobulin was found to be distributed heterogeneously between different areas and different cells. It may occupy the whole cell, the apex, the colloid substance and sometimes extracellular spaces. No fluorescence was present in non-thyroid tissues. This technique could be applied mainly to the diagnosis of thyroid carcinomas, where 25 metastases have been examined by this method, and to clear cell carcinomas. In these two cases, thyroglobulin appeared to be a good marker of tumoral tissue.